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Dear All            26 May 2023 

 

This week’s assembly focussed on the word of the week – perspective – and how getting angry, upset or 

stressed over relatively trivial matters is bad for our mental health and our physical health. Whilst not the 

best use of language, the phrase, ‘don’t sweat the small stuff’, was explored and applied to our school 

context.  

 

The Eco-Councillors met yesterday to rehearse for their ‘Tuesday Talk’ after the half term holiday, as well 

as to discuss the topic of deforestation. They looked at the reasons behind deforestation, and the impact of 

the loss of woodland on our planet, including higher levels of carbon dioxide, loss of habitat, animal and 

plant extinction and soil erosion. We finished in unanimity on the need for using responsibly sourced wood 

and tree replanting schemes. The theme for our first meeting after the holiday is air pollution.  

 

I presented my first Principal’s Commendation Badge in Monday’s assembly, and the recipient was Adam 

Farley in S4. We went into last week’s Island Athletics Championship with several injuries, and Adam 

refused to allow us to miss out on points by volunteering for two unfamiliar and challenging races, the 

3000m and the 800m, and both on the same warm and sunny afternoon! Following the second of his two 

gruelling races, Adam then ran around the inside of the track in order to cheer on our runner in the Senior 

Girls’ 800m, knowing that she was nursing a troublesome knee. When it became apparent that she was 

unable to continue, Adam dashed onto the track and helped her back to where we were all based on the 

other side of the stadium. He did this without hesitation, assistance or encouragement. Adam’s pride in 

representing the school, his sense of camaraderie and care for teammates, and his role modelling are fully 

deserving of his award.  

 

All of our pupils, whether competing or spectating, made me feel very proud of Priory School. Of course, I 

was delighted with our many medal positions and our overall points tally, but it was the kindness, respect 

and exemplary teamwork that made me feel privileged to be part of this community. Statistically, given our 

much smaller size, we should have finished 9th out of nine Island secondary schools. However, we finished 

in a very respectable 5th place, beating schools that have considerably more athletes to select from. Thanks 

go to all members of our S1 – S4 squad and the coaches, Mr Byrne, Miss Mildenhall and Miss Boynton. 

Well done everyone.     

 

Fee discount scheme: 10% discount for 2023-24 annual fees and 5% discount for Christmas Term 

2023 fees if paid by 26 May 2023 – this is the final day for discounted payment:                                  

 

We operate significant discount schemes on forward payment of fees, and we are now open for payment of 

fees for the 2023-24 academic year and also for the Christmas Term 2023. Details are available on request, 

and discounted fee payments are due by Friday 26 May (half-term) to qualify. Those parents interested 

should email the School Office in the first instance.   

 

Thank you to all those who have taken advantage of the scheme.  

 

Given the warmer summer weather, may I remind everyone for the need for appropriate sun protection in 

the form of school sun hats and sun cream.  
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Finally, this is the last time I can remind you of the Junior School Open Morning on Wednesday 7 June, 

9am – 12pm. Please do encourage friends and family to come along to see what the Junior School has to 

offer. Of course, you are very welcome too. The Junior School is a wonderful learning environment. Class 

sizes are small, knowledge of the individual is incredibly strong, pastoral care is central to all that we do, 

and co-curricular opportunities are wide and varied.  

 

I would like to wish you all a very happy half term break. The pupils and staff have worked hard this term 

and pupils have enjoyed success in many curricular and co-curricular areas of school life. Good luck goes to 

all those in S5 who continue their GCSE examinations after the break. Please do remember my revision aid 

in a recent newsletter and to ask for help whenever you need it.  

 

Reports: 

1. Tues 23 May               Y3/Y4 IOW County Show Education Day, County Showground 

2. Tues 23 May  Tuesday Talk (Army Careers) 

3. Tues 23 May   S2/S3 Rounders Tournament, Ryde School 

4. Wed 24 May   YR Welcome Event (Storytime) 

5. Wed 24 May  YR/Y1/Y2 Outdoor Learning (Community Garden Centre, Wootton) 

6. Fri 26 May    S3 VESTAS Competition (Final Judging), Monks Brook, Newport 

7. Fri 26 May    Y3/Y4/Y5/Y6 6-a-side Football Festival, Smallbrook Astro Turf 

8. Fri 26 May   Half Term began (4.00pm) 

9. Sat 4 June  S2/S3 Rounders Tournament, Ryde School  

 

Future Dates & Events: 

1. Mon 5 June  Y5/Y6 Sea Safe Scheme, Sandown Sea Front 

2. Tues 6 June  Tuesday Talk (Eco Monitors) 

3. Tues 6 June  Y5/Y6 Girls Netball South Island Sevens Qualifier, Ryde School 

4. Wed 7 June  Junior School Open Morning 

5. Wed 7 June  S1/S2 Girls Cricket Match (v Medina College), Newclose Cricket Club 

6. Thurs 8 June  Y3/Y4 Cricket Match (v Newchurch), Arreton Cricket Ground 

7. Fri 9 June  YR Welcome Event (Storytime) 

8. Fri 9 June  Y4/Y5 Cricket Match (v Newchurch), Arreton Cricket Ground 

9. Sat 10 June  U15/U17 HSAA Track & Field Hampshire Champs, Portsmouth (TBC) 

 

Before signing off, I would like to draw your attention to a play featuring our very own Mr Lynch, Year 6 

teacher. Mr Lynch is a talented performer and director and would be delighted to see you at the play 

advertised in the poster below.  

 

David EJJ Lloyd 

Principal 
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